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SCOTT, WALTER E 












February 25, 1955 
Captain Walter Scott 
Deer Isle 
Maine 
Dear Captain Scott: 
It was an extremely interesting article in the 
Portland Sunday Telegram, about your work "with 
mahogany, but the thing which impresses us most is 
that you are writing THE BIOGRAPHY OF A SAILOR, 
We hope that it is?nearing completion, and that we 
shall soon be able to see a copy. Certainly you 
have had enough experiences to make more than one 
book, and your story should be an exciting one. 
We shall want to buy it for the library, and we 
hope that you may want to inscribe and present another 
for inclusion in the Maine Author Collection. This is, 
as you may know, a permanent exhibit of books by Maine 
people, or about Maine. It grows steadily, and is a 
valuable and fascinating display. The inscriptions 
are varied and original and lend much distinction to 
the collection. 
You have our very good wishes for a successful 
reception to THE BIOGRArHY OP A SAILORf and for its 
lasting success. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
hmj 
August 1, 1956 
Captain Walter Scott 
Deer Isle 
Maine 
Bear Captain Scott: 
Do you remember our writing to you some time 
ago about an article which appeared in the Portland 
Sunday Telegram, ab,out your work with mahogany, and 
a prospective book of your experiences? 
We have been waiting patiently for its completion 
and publication, and now we have seen an announcement 
of STEAMBOAT YARNS OF SHIPS AND MEN, which is to run 
serially in the Bangor paper. This is most interesting, 
and we shall follow the story eagerly. 
We wonder, however, whether this is the story 
you decided to write, or whether it is in addition 
to your autobiography. When you have time, won't 
you let us know? And do tell us, also, whether or 
not STEAMBOAT YARNS will appear later in book form. 
We shall want it, of course, and we hope that it may 
become a book. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
Deer Is le ,Maine 
August  2  1956 
Mrs F.W.Jacob 
Maine State Library 
Augusta,Maine 
Dear Mrs,Jacob;  
I  received your  kind le t ter  with reference to  my autobiography,!  have not  
forgot ten that  you wrote  me about  i t  and I  assure  you that  when i t  i s  pub­
l ished you will get  a  f i rs t  copy.  
I  do want  to  say however  that  other  commit tments  have prevented me f rom 
complet ing this  book as  i t ' s  las t  chapter  i s  not  as  yet  complete , I  expect  
however  to  have i t  ready for  the publ ishers  la te  this  autumn i f  a l l  goes 
we. .  
The announcement  that  you saw of ,Steamboat  Yarns of  Ships  and men,has  no 
connect ion with this  book, this  ser ia l  i s  running Saturdays in  the 'Hockland 
Courier  Gazet te ,  (not  the Bangor  Dai ly  Hews) .  
W Ny articles have appeared in  the Courier  Gazet te  in i t's Saturday edi t ion 
for  several  years , the f i rs t  par t  of  th is  ser ia l  appeared in  las t  Saturdays 
C o u r i e r  G a z e t t e , y o u  c a n  o b t a i n  c o p i e s  b y  w r i t i n g , M r . J o h n  M . R i c h a r d s o n  i t ' s  
Edi t  or ,Rockland,Maine.  '  
Steamboat  Yarns of  Ships  and men wi l l  appear  la ter  in  book form 1  am sure  
it's editor will be Mr. Richard son, he is also the Author, and manj- of my 
ar t ic les  wil l  appear  in  i t  as  far  as  I  know now. 
1  suppose you a l ready have.Mr.Richardsons book,Steamboat  Lore of  The Penob­
scot ,  
This  ser ia l  that  i s  appearing now on Saturdays in  the Courier  Gazet te .covers  
s ixty-s ix  years  of  h is tor ical  facts  of  marine act ivi ty  of  coastal  waters  
from Hew York to  Penobscot  River  Ports ,  i t  covers  from the year  1838 to  1904.  
and I  am now working on these facts  which wil l  cover  f rom the year  1904 unt i l l  
the las t  Steamboat  landed a t  Bangor .  
Mr.Richardson would be del ighted to  see to  i t  that  you get  copies  of  th is  
ser ia l  i f  you wri te  him,and I  am very much pleased that  you are  interested 
in  my work as  i t  makes me feel  as  though I  have began to  accomplish something 
a s  u p  t o  t h i s  t i m e  i t  h a s  b e e n  a n  u p h i l l  j o b  s e a r c h i n g  o u t  f a c t s  t o  f i t  i n  
places  that  were vacent  on my records.  
Thanking you again for  your  kind le t ter ,and I  assure  you I  wil l  be very happy 
to  send you my book when I  once get  i t  in  shape.  
At  a  la ter  date  I  wil l  send you a  book of  my Verse,  (Poems of  Coastal  Mew 
England)that  I  publ ished in  1941,  I  have no spare  one on hand a t  present  but  
I  wil l  very short ly ,and when i t  cones in  I  wil l  mail  you a  copy a t  once.  
apr" ,Walter  E.Scot t  
February 26, 1957 
Captain Walter E. Scott 
Deer Isle 
Maine 
Dear Captain Scott• 
How is the autobiography progressing? Has it 
gone to the publisher yet? And can you tell us 
when it is scheduled for publication? 
We haven't seen the announcement, but there is 
always the possibility that we did slip, and of 
course we don't want to; so if YOU can give us good 
news about the book, we will certainly appreciate it. 
Sincerely yours 
hmj 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
6" Portland, Maine, Sunday Telegram, Jan. 21, 1962 
Bucksport Sea Captain Made Heroic 
Rescue Try In City Of Bangor' Fire 
By JONAS R. CRANE 
BUCKSPORT - After 75 years 
of living, Capt. Walter Scott can 
reflect many exciting events of 
the days when steamboats and 
sailing vessels were lifelines of 
Maine commerce. 
Some of his memories are less 
pleasant than others. 
Like the time in 1896 when his 
oldest brother was lost from the 
jib-boom of the schooner Hattie 
as she bucked a gale in the North 
Atlantic. And the day in 1903 
when another brother and a cous­
in were drowned after their boat 
foundered in Penobscot Bay fol­
lowing a scallop fishing trip. 
Still vivid in Capt. Scott's mem­
ory is the burning of the steam­
er City of Bangor at Foster's 
Wharf in Boston June 18, 1913 
The Bucksport seafarer was chief 
officer of the boat. He made a 
valiant but unsuccessful at­
tempt to rescue a man trapped 
in the forecastle. 
He recalls that damage to the 
vessel amounted to $100,000; it 
had to be completely rebuilt. 
"The fire burst through the 
deck all at once," he relates. "I 
had to jump through a wall of 
fire that burned most of my uni­
form and gave me some bad body 
burns." 
CAPT. SCOTT, a native of Deer 
Isle, was one of 21 children who 
made up the island's largest fam­
ily at the time of his youth. 
Nineteen were boys, and all be­
came seafaring men. Only the 
captain and two brothers survive. 
When he was 15, Scott doubled 
around Cape Horn and got his 
first taste of .the old-time sailing 
life. On his return home he took 
up steamboating and made it a 
career. 
• 
He started as deckhand on the 
sidewheeler Penobscot. During 
his working years he was asso­
ciated with the Boston & Ban­
gor Steamship Co. and Eastern 
Steamship Lines, progressing 
from deck work to master. His 
last years with the lines were 
spent as marine superintendent 
with an office in Boston. 
During World War II he rep­
resented the British Ministry of 
War in New York. He was re­
sponsible for steel tugs built on 
the Great Lakes, employing his 
own crews to transport them to 
New York from where they were 
dispatched to European ports for 
use in the war effort. 
Capt. Scott remembers well the 
colorful sidewheelers Lewiston 
and City of Richmond which 
helped develop Bar Harbor and 
other towns as coastal resorts. He 
was a close friend of Capt. Ed 
Archibald who did much to build 
up the Eastern Maine steamboat 
business. He recalls the Frank 
Jones, first vessel of the old 
Maine Central fleet that served 
the Maine coast in the steamboat 
era. 
SINCE HIS RETIREMENT he 
has lived with a daughter on 
Verona Island, from where he 
can view the Penobscot River 
from a different angle than decks 
and pilot houses. He has kept ac­
tive as a writer. 
Due to be published this year 
Capt. Walter Scott 
is a volume entitled "Album of 
Historical Marine Facts." It will 
contain articles on Maine marine 
history which he wrote over a 10 
year period for the Rockland 
Courier Gazette. He also has writ­
ten. for the Portland Press Herald 
and other Maine publications. 
Capt. Scott has written nearly 
750 pieces of poetry, including 
two volumes under the title 
"Poems of Coastal New Eng­
land. He also writes an histori­
cal column for Island Ad-
V a n t a g e s ,  S t o n i n g t o n  w e e k l y  
newspaper. 
- J, 
The captain is vice president of 
the Deer Isle-Stonington Historical; 
Society, and a member of the i 
American Marine Historical So­
c i e t y .  H e  o f t e n  a d d r e s s e s  a r e a  
clubs and civic organizations. 
At the moment he's researching 
information about a Milbridge-
built brig, the Cadet. 
February 14, 1962 
Captain Waiter Scott 
Verona Island 
Bucksport, Maine 
Dear Captain Scott: 
D0 you remember that we wrote to you several 
years ago about vour autobiography, on which it 
was reported you were working? Not long ago we 
saw a newsoaper article about vou which mentioned 
that a book, ALBUM OP HISTORICAL MARINE FACTS, 
would be published this year, and also that you 
had written two volumes of poetry. 
We shall, of course, purchase the marine book 
when it is available, but right now we have the 
Maine Author Collection in mind. As you orobably 
know,, this is a permanent exhibit collection of 
books, most of them inscribed presentation copies, 
written by Maine people, or written about Maine 
subjects. We are proud of the variety and extent 
of writing represented in the collection, and 
delighted when we are privileged to add a new name 
to the list of Maine authors. 
We hope that you will want to inscribe and 
present a copy of your ALBUM OF HISTORICAL MARINE 
FACTS for the collection, and we'd like very much 
to have the poetry for the exhibit, too. Is it 
now available? 
Best wishes for the new book. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collecti 
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March 20, .1962 
Captain Walter E ,  Scott 
P 0 Box 248 
Bucksport, Maine 
Dear Captain SCott* 
Thank you for your most interesting letter. 
We are certainly sorry that your literary -work 
has been interrupted , and we hope that you will 
be able to resume it before long. 
Everything pertaining to New England maritime 
history and industry is welcome, and we shall 
look forward to the publication of your book with 
eagerness. It is gratifying to know that we may 
expect a copy for the Maine Author Collection. 
We shall want to buy the book, also, and will 
place an order when publication date nears. 
If we are so fortunate as to have your books 
of poems at some time to include in the Maine 
Author Collection, we shall be most grateful and 
appreciative. We hope you will keep us in mind. 
Aren't you Kicky to have such a willing and 
efficient secretary by your side? Our greetings 
to Mrs. Scott, and best wishes to you for your 
improvement. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collect! 
April 23, 1962 
Captain Walter E. Scott 
P 0 Box 248 
Bucksport, Maine 
Dear Captain Scott: 
Thank you very much for sending us the copy 
of the April 5 Island Ad-Vantages with your letter 
about marine history. You have so nrach material 
in your memory and experience that we continue to 
hope we may yet see that book. 
Sincerely yours 
In Charge of 
Maine Author Collection 
February 4, 1963 
Captain Walter E. Scott 
P 0 Box 248 
Bucksport, Maine 
Dear Captain Scott: 
You are very kind to continue to send us 
ISLAND AD-VANTAGES faithfully, and we noticed 
in a November issue that Edward ®owe Snow had 
visited you and collected your writing covering 
the steamboat era and other Maine coast material. 
Doea this mean that you are not going to 
write your "book, after all? And that t>erhaps 
Mr. Snow is using the material for a book? 
Sincerely yours 
hmj 
In Cha^sre of 
Maine Author Collection 
? /fte. 
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